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December 2011 

 
        Acolytes: 
 
 
Dec. 4   2nd Sunday in Advent 
  9:45AM  Sunday School    
  11:00AM  Eucharist     
 
Dec. 11 3rd Sunday in Advent   Acolytes to be  
  9:45AM  Sunday School   announced    
  11:00AM  Eucharist                  
  
Dec. 18 4th Sunday in Advent 
  9:45AM  Sunday School    
  11:00AM  Eucharist     
  Christmas Pageant  
            
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
  9:00PM Candelight Service 
 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day  
  9:45AM  NO Sunday School     
  11:00AM Eucharist 
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From Pastor Kipp éé 
 
Expectation!  This one word sums up not only the season of Advent, but the entirety of our faith 
and our hope.  In Advent we turn our attention to the expectation of the coming of the Lord.  It 
was the message of the prophets of old.  They heralded the expectation of the coming Messiah.  
¢ƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭƛƴƎ ǘhat in that 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪŜǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
lives.  It was a hope that triggered profound expectation.  That hope was enough drive the people of Israel through the 
wilderness.  Often the light and hope of expectation was eclipsed by frustration and disappointment.  And yet, even there 
in the wilderness of Sinai the light led them by day in a pillar of fire.  that light shone bright on the peak of Sinai as the Lord 
God took up residence on earth to bring the light of divine expectation in the commandments that Moses delivered to the 
ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ DƻŘ ŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DƻŘΩǎ 
light did not go out.  God finished the work that he began with Abraham and Sarah.  Beyond their wildest expectation God 
crafted a royal priest, a holy nation. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛŘŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇǇƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴt 
ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊΤ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻƴŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘΦ  hƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƎƴƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ 
the prophets of old, an expectation that lit the imaginations and hope of wise men from the East who followed that star.  
There appeŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ 
who were watching their flocks and ignited the hope and expectation that brought them to Bethlehem to see the child 
announced by bright angel messengers. 
 
One could ask what they all expected to see.  What did those sages of the East expect to find below the brightness of that 
star?  What did shepherds expect to find surrounding that swaddled baby?  Whatever it was that they expected was met by 
thŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŜǳǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦ  Lǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŜƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ  Lǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
shepherds to great joy that led them to proclaim their hope to the world. 
 
Our Advent worship comes in the wake of a Messiah who has already appeared.  Ours is hope and expectation that looks 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  hǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
the words of the prophets.  Our darkness can be no less profound as we see the vestiges of security and peace coming apart 
all around us. 
 
The question that arises is a simple one, what do we expect?  Are we looking for the obvious solution to all of our prayers 
that God will simply take it all away and make everything better or are we looking for signs in our day and age that reflects 
ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ƛǘǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΚ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
!ŘǾŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳs good news announced so long ago by angels that 
Lord has come and dwells among us.  The personal answer to this single question in the heart of every individual can mean 
the difference between the anxiety of not knowing what to expect and the peace on earth that rides with us as we ebb and 
flow with the currents of our day. 
 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
dwelt with kings and shepherds.  God took up residence in the world as Mary brought forth her first born son and laid him 
in the manger.  From that day forward there was to be no earthly experience that did have God dwelling in the midst.  That 
hope, that expectation is what God gave to us that night in Bethlehem.  From that time forward we could hope and expect 
ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
of the whole world. 
 
In that hope and expectation I wish you all a blessed Advent and the most Merry of Christmases. 
 
God bless you. 
 

Pastor Kipp W. Zimmermann  

          
 

 

 



ARE YOU INTERESTEDéé 

 

ééIn being a Greeter on Sunday Morning?  If so, please speak with Joan Miccio, or look for the 

sign up sheet posted in the back of the church.  

 

Volunteers are also welcome to read the Lessons & Prayers.  This is an important 

part of our Sunday worship service.  If interested, please speak with Pat 

Schanstra  or look for the sign up sheet posted in the back of the church.  

 

If you are interested in being  a Communion Bearer on Sunday morning, please 

contact Joan Miccio.  

 

Your participation on Sunday Morning enhances our Worship Service.  Please think about volunteering your 

time.  You wonõt regret it. 

 

 

If you are interested in donating the Bulletins ($ 55) and / or the Trinity Trumpet ($75), 

for one month, please contact Elisabeth Budke.  It is a wonderful way to remember or 

honor a loved one.  Your donation also assists the church in keeping expenses down.  

 

If you would like to donate altar flowers on a ny given Sunday, please get in touch with 

Joan Taks or Connie Reed by Wednesday of each week, or use one of the òflower envelopesó.  

They can be found in the pew racks.    Connieõs e-mail address is Sug19@msn.com  

 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERSé. 

Please remember the following people in your thoughts and prayers:  Robert Amelkin, Betty 

Barber, Dominic and Roman Beltran, Mary Berglin, Liliana Biscione, Katelynn Conelly, Shirly DeStefano, 

Connie, Betty Eccles , Shirley DiStefano, Janice Elix, Ruth Fehrenberg, Diana Finn, Eric Foote, Patrick 

Fratello, Mary Gelo, Alice Johnson, Stephen Lewicki, Caitlin Martin, Diddy McMaster, Nils Nelson, 

Sam, Roy and Sharon Platstock, Gerard Russo, Meghan Russo, Kayla Ryan, Lucille Sciarrone, Grace 

Scotto, Mary Shaughnessy, Tod Simonsen, Marge Taunton, Adam Thompson, Christine Torro, 

Joan Trapanese, Debbie Verderosa, Richard Wilson, James Woods, III, and Nicole 

Woods.                       
  

 

Donations towards Church grounds m aintenance are appreciated.  They can be 

earmarked òGarden Fundó.  Your donation will assist us in keeping our church 

grounds beautifully maintained.  

 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

Are you interested in making a difference?  If you are, then consider joining the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  If you are interested in crocheting or knitting ñPrayer 
Shawlsò, come to the Parish House on Monday Evenings from 7PM to 9:30PM.  
If you would like more information, please call Alice Woods at 718-339-3762.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Sug19@msn.com


METROPOLITITAN SYNOD NEWS 
 
New fax number and direct phone lines for synod office 

The synod office has a new fax number: 212-870-2380. Please update your records. While the main number for 
the synod office remains the same (212-665-0732), old phone extensions will no longer work. You can now reach 
synod staff through direct lines. Find the new direct numbers on the Staff webpage. 
 
Start planning for the 2012 Synod Assembly 

Your congregation's lay voting members for the 2012 Synod Assembly should 
be elected at your annual meeting. All MNYS pastors are expected to attend, 
and most congregations may elect two lay voting members. (If you have 700-
999 baptized members, you may elect three lay voting members, and if you 
have 1000+ baptized members, you may elect four. A Synodically Authorized 
Worshipping Community may elect one.) Synodically-rostered deacons must 
be elected as lay voting members if they wish to vote, but they may be visitors 
with voice if others are elected as lay voting members.  
Your congregation will receive assembly materials shortly after Thanksgiving. Information will also be posted on 
the synod website. Contact Mary Tennermann (212-870-2383) with questions. We look forward to seeing you at 
the assembly! 
 
ELCA lifelong learning events 
The ELCA offers lifelong learning events early next year for pastors called to lead a ministry staff, for others in 
congregational positions, and for those who have transitioned within the last year to a new parish or position. 
These training events come highly-recommended and are held at a retreat center in Florida. Find more 
information about the Head of Staff Seminar, Ministry Staff Seminar, and Transition Seminar and register online. 
Events tend to fill up by mid-December; register now. 
 

Board of Pensions changes name to Portico Benefit Services 

The ELCA Board of Pensions is changing its name to Portico Benefit Services. 
Why Portico? "For us, a portico symbolizes the partnership we share. We design 
benefits that support you in times of need. They also empower you to steward 
your many gifts--specifically your physical, emotional and financial well-being. 
We do this to help you lead a whole, healthy life, better able to serve, for the 

sake of the world," said Jeff Thiemann, the organization's new president and CEO. Access to ELCA benefits will 
not be interrupted during this transition. Expect to see the new name appear gradually in communications over 
the next year, as they use up existing benefits materials. 

 
Getting an energy audit 
All congregations are encouraged to get an energy audit done for all church buildings, 
including the parsonage and education buildings. Getting an audit done can help identify ways 
that your congregation can save money on its energy costs. When you get an energy audit 
done, you receive a report back that lists changes your church can make, an estimate of how 
much the work would cost, and an estimate of how much you would save per year by making 
the changes. Not only are there cost savings to be found, some utility companies offer grants 
or incentives to help offset the cost of the work, making the payback time even shorter. To find 
information about having an energy audit done, visit the Environmental Stewardship 
Committee's webpage.  
 
 

Thrivent News 
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS is a fraternal organization which is non profit and offers financial 
products. Monies have been received from Thrivent Financial to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, amounting 
to $1593.00 as of October 31, 2011. Consider joining as a Thrivent Financial Member, and those who are active 
members, please log on to the website or call the main office, to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to a Lutheran 
non-profit site, including Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Flatbush. Thank you for all your efforts.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxFuVn6nH6Xktpx6HcWQmtZBy_HeKKSAj7Zc6HrN8m7n9YftuG0UU8n7Iifvhu8CMsmgn3U08QAOBDzcl74f8x4REp_aZJM1J0JAvxemuckY8qCrlno_ObnSgP3GuSKBJSd5r3HZwEblLQ==
mailto:mtennermann@mnys.org?
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxFc1u8jlvBAfN03AxVZqXLJnMp3Ch-Uiedv90VG4zc4r1RQ-S5BvNnhi_hFKxRacBZyCPu2bgAtKkaZHAPq4rTS3Ind6uVqz4iqF3bIWysgPBwgfVft4cRJ3vWGsr52Gz0r-cW-TS-q4djYs8X7rmDe5MqpOg1krKQPIL7TtTj1wq3wlNNKFxOXkqcFCaTkLWTAront4l_8Gw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxGLGvw06T8j2bRgKVUj0N2xBOrbepTrT_HqnXNXgR62xZ_7stSioonX48lZOMsU-8wf7UL96LRHLzMoIipuFLVjOg_AQEUZ6yvugwgjVGwYNGpC1YP54Lwi_5tYRyLQxZpl89WmW1xUoo44tAnlUCKwyd-8gbiAjRuFnU7gbqoHNkoif2G4owbMp7egPSimvINWPzUY8rHr0g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxEsu_0Zi0Ism2wepVw76-R88Wml9YBAp6DCXH7fMDJkA5Un88sQfTh-AKH4LgleuZSPzXP4k8R0yf51oq2UMy5VclVqYHkd3IvVQvdTy4fQbTXV4taW-0o28NZNwq9PEjRHTmc-mGh5R5F5giGDDpu9IvjSBaXYF223oFHB_ggEn-p43bmQhoKybT-S84hyi2vD2oTjfxobF2LIC8flhlz-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxGGftD4Dih266WhUFNRFcqCQEqLKQVxavHT7Gp2S03EcKoHDPrrTTfSWWbV7AcX6xxYlDBoVwlyuaUdw31BVsDjVhcBIfHqcYm7KLkrq2TKnAwf4u3PZyT3GvEKbedRHSx_C4uqDuFa5F70YIDfsc5vZVxDuLVZvR6C6upfYcjqfw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ahtbt6cab&et=1108848749274&s=458&e=001DoH_L9c7KxGGftD4Dih266WhUFNRFcqCQEqLKQVxavHT7Gp2S03EcKoHDPrrTTfSWWbV7AcX6xxYlDBoVwlyuaUdw31BVsDjVhcBIfHqcYm7KLkrq2TKnAwf4u3PZyT3GvEKbedRHSx_C4uqDuFa5F70YIDfsc5vZVxDuLVZvR6C6upfYcjqfw==

